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On April 23 at the opening of a five-day special UN General Assembly session on Third World
development, Bolivian Planning Minister Enrique Garcia called for a shift from "societies that
overemphasize centralism and state paternalism" to those where "individual initiative becomes
the driving force for modernization and change. Garcia spoke on behalf of the Group of 77.
Yugoslavian Foreign Minister Dudimar Loncar, on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, said a
"new international economic order" is "unrealistic," and that "human freedom" is the "supreme
value of this decade." Both speakers asserted that in order for a private enterprise approach to
development to succeed, the world's wealthy capitalist nations should undertake greater efforts to
reduce developing countries' foreign debt burden, provide more financial assistance, attempt to
stabilize raw materials prices on world markets, and reduce interest rates. Garcia said development
aid from wealthy nations must finally reach 0.7% of each donor nation's gross national product, a
level long called for Third World countries. The objective of the special session, attended by some
90 ministers, is to establish development goals and priorities for the Third World in the next decade,
make recommendations to wealthy nations toward achieving those goals. (Basic data from DPA,
04/23/90; New York Times, 04/24/90)
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